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|. Disclaimer
Disclaimer excluding Agency and Commission responsibility.

The content of this document represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole
responsibility. The European Research Executive Agency (REA) and the European
Commission are not responsible for any use that may be made of the information it contains.

[l. Introduction

The Final Report (Deliverable 1.3) describes the achievements of PHIRI, the Population
Health Information Research Infrastructure, and it provides an overview of the financial
statements of the different partners who participated in the project for the period 01/05/2022
to 31/10/2023.

This report takes into consideration the feedback received in the Mid-term PHIRI review
meeting (2nd of September 2022) and the written evaluation of the reviewer Guido Bertolini.

lll.Summary of the context and overall objectives of the project

Health is a cross-border issue, recently demonstrated by the COVID-19 public health crisis.
A structured European mechanism for exchange to organize and share information for
critical population health issues is urgently needed, especially in population health. PHIRI is
a research infrastructure aiming to facilitate and support open, interconnected and data-
driven research through the sharing of cross-country population health information and
exchange of best practices related to the identification of data sources, access, risk setting
and outcomes following ELSI (Ethical, Legal and Societal Implications) and FAIR (Findable,
Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable) principles. PHIRI has the following objectives:

1. Provide a Health Information Portal with FAIR catalogues on health and healthcare
data for structured information exchange across European countries. PHIRI provides
the services and tools necessary for researchers to link different data sources and to
use pan-European data in a GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation) compliant,
federated way.

2. Provide structured exchange between countries on population health best practices
and expertise. PHIRI shares public health and clinical management information and
methodologies identified and allows researchers and policy-makers to provide
relevant and evidence-based information ready for use in research and decision-
making processes.

3. Promote interoperability and tackle health information inequalities by providing
capacity building and training.

Over the project's duration, PHIRI achieved significant milestones, including the
development of a Health Information Portal to enhance accessibility to population health
data and expertise throughout Europe, established and sustained a Rapid Exchange Forum
to promptly address urgent public health inquiries, conducted comprehensive COVID-19
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health information systems assessments, performed multiple literature reviews screening
over 10000 abstracts, created a federated research infrastructure to tackle diverse use
cases utilizing data from various European countries and sources, supported countries to
perform foresight studies, and fostered capacity building on these topics for researchers
across Europe.

IV. Work performed from the beginning of the project to the
end of the period covered by the report and main results
achieved so far

PHIRI launched its Health Information Portal in May 2021: a one-stop-shop facilitating
access to population health and heath care data, information and expertise across Europe.
For the first time, catalogues of population health data sources from national and
international organizations (350+), health information projects within countries and across
Europe (170+), training materials (190+) and research networks (15) are findable through
one single Portal. PHIRI maintains a strong network of National Nodes (27 and growing):
organisational entities that function as a national liaison and bring together relevant national
stakeholders in the country in a systematic way.

PHIRI adopted a federated architecture, that is piloted by 4 research use cases of immediate
relevance on COVID-19 impacts (on vulnerable populations, on perinatal health, on mental
health and delayed cancer care). In 20+ datahubs, data was mobilized and analysed in a
distributed manner. The same methodology has now been successfully adopted in other
projects such as BY-COVID.

PHIRI developed a consolidated framework to assess the direct and indirect impacts of
COVID-19 on population wellbeing, morbidity and mortality. Over 10.000 abstracts were
scanned and indicators extracted.

PHIRI's Rapid Exchange Forum offers a structured and highly needed platform for regular
quick exchange between countries, policy advisors, commission services and researchers
in the joint efforts to manage the COVID-19 pandemic. Until the end of the project, almost
60 bi-weekly meetings have been organized and 180+ urgent research and policy questions
answered. Such meetings are now continuing on a monthly basis after the ending of the
project.

PHIRI supported European countries in developing scenarios to gain insights in possible
future health impacts of the COVID-19 outbreak for national situations. After an advanced
course, 8 countries performed their own foresight study, supported by PHIRI experts.
PHIRI reached out to the diverse stakeholders in the health data field, by organizing several
inclusive and targeted stakeholder meetings, discussions and dialogues.

PHIRI mapped the health information systems in 8 European countries that monitor the
effects of COVID-19 on population health through virtual country visits.

PHIRI organized trainings and workshops to strengthen the public health workforce in
Europe and overcome health information inequalities and shared best practices regarding
infodemic management.
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PHIRI established an External Scientific Advisory Board: a cross-domain group of
independent scientific experts that provides advice on several issues (quality of deliverables,
ethical issues, direction of the project, corrective measures etc.).

PHIRI is part of the PREparedness and resPonse for emergency situAtions in euRopE
(PREPARE) cluster together with 12 other H2020 funded projects. Each of the projects
(combined funding of €72m) is tackling challenges specifically looking at the preparedness
and response phases of crisis management.

PHIRI is actively involved in the discussions on the European Health Data Space (EHDS)
to promote better exchange and access to different types of health data for health research
and health policy making purposes (secondary use of data).

V.Progress beyond the state of the art, expected results until
the end of the project and potential impacts

The Coordination Team (WP1) continued to ensure the smooth running of the project
covering administrative and financial aspects of the project.

The Communication Team (WP2) strengthened dissemination and engagement with key
stakeholders to amplify the reach and impact of the PHIRI-outputs.

The Outreach and Sustainability Team (WP3) performed additional COVID-19 Health
Information System Assessments. PHIRI is actively investigating routes for sustainability to
ensure the work performed within the project will be integrated in a more permanent
population health research infrastructure.

The Health Information Portal Team (WP4) continued the enrichment and standardization
of the information provided on the Portal to further facilitate the use and access of population
health information for researchers and policy makers across Europe.

The Team working on research methodologies to assess the impact of COVID-19 (WP5)
completed the screening of the identified papers for systematic reviews contributing to the
understanding of the impact of COVID-19 on population wellbeing and health.

The research use cases and the PHIRI research infrastructure Teams (WP6-7) published
the use case results with additional data from the PHIRI partners contributing to the building
of a federated research infrastructure for rapid policy response.

The Rapid Exchange Forum Team (WP8) continued to host meetings to help tackling
emerging public health research and policy questions in a fast and effective manner.

The Foresight: Modelling and Scenarios Team (WP9) hosted policy workshops with key
experts in the field and policy makers and supported researchers across Europe in
performing foresight studies in their own countries.

Finally, PHIRI prepared 11 scientific publications that will be part of a special issue of the
European Journal of Public Health to be published early 2024.
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VI. Explanation of the work carried out by the beneficiaries and
overview of the progress

PHIRI, the Population Health Information Research Infrastructure, has the following
objectives:

1. To provide a Health Information Portal with FAIR catalogues on health and health care
data for structured information exchange across European countries. It facilitates access to
and use of relevant population health (health status and determinants of health) and care
data provided by European countries’ public health bodies represented in the PHIRI
consortium and beyond. It provides the services and tools necessary for researchers to link
different data sources and to use Pan-European data in a GDPR compliant, federated way.

2. To provide structured exchange between countries on COVID-19 best practices and
expertise. PHIRI shares public health and clinical management information and
methodologies identified at national and international level. It allows researchers to provide
relevant and evidence-based information ready for use in research, and decision-making
processes by citizens, clinicians, public health practitioners and policy makers. To avoid
duplication of work, PHIRI regularly organizes meetings to exchange expertise and
information with European projects, (inter)national organizations and other key health
stakeholders in the field (e.g. Rapid Exchange Forum (REF) — Special Edition).

3. To promote interoperability and tackle health information inequalities. PHIRI supports
researchers and public health bodies to research queries in FAIR and ELSI compliant
manners. It provides capacity building for management of relevant population health and
healthcare data starting from the phase of designing data collections to analysis, reporting
and preservation. Training of the health research community involves both the data
producers and data users.

While initially its work was focused on COVID-19, PHIRI soon expanded beyond it, providing
support and performing research on multiple urgent public health topics.

Objective One

PHIRI has launched its Health Information Portal in May 2021. Since the mid-term report of
the project, the content and the visibility of the Portal have increased greatly. In addition to
the metadata catalogues of population health data sources from national and international
organisations (now containing 350+), health information projects within countries and across
Europe (170+) and training material and courses (190+) and research networks (15), the
Portal hosts a new section dedicated to the services PHIRI can offer as a research
infrastructure. These include: material on federated demonstrators, health information
system assessments and an upcoming ELSI (Ethical, Legal and Social Implication) toolbox.
Many of the partners, across almost all PHIRI Work Packages (WP), continue to be actively
involved in all the steps related to the design, development, promotion and maintenance of
the Health Information Portal.
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The PHIRI Technical working group, started in January 2021 to discuss the implementation
of new developments on the Portal, provides feedback to the ICT team and discusses the
next steps for improving the Portal, continued to meet on a weekly base until the end of the
project. Currently, the working group meets once a month on a voluntary base to maintain
and update the content of the Portal. All the WPs remained active throughout the project for
the development of different sections of the Portal and for the provision of new content.
Finally, several meetings have been organised to promote the Health Information Portal to
its potential users and increase collaboration with other key organisations in the field (e.g.
WHO European Observatory, ECDC, European Commission).

Furthermore, another important pillar of the research infrastructure is the federated
architecture. This architecture is supported by a containerised reproducible solution for data
analysis to be deployed on premise by each participant partner, the PHIRI APP. This solution
(a Docker image) constitutes a prototype that includes all the pipeline components required
to carry out the research queries in WP6 (Research Use Cases measuring the impact of
COVID-19 on population health) and the demonstration pilot in order for the federated
architecture in PHIRI to be sustainable and accommodate for future research questions.
PHIRI investigated upgrading options for this PHIRI federated analysis approach, including
lessons learned from the use cases, in-depth analysis of the IT requirements of the favoured
options in order to formulate one vision towards the development of a research infrastructure
for population health research in the European health data sharing ecosystem.

Objective two

Since the start of the project, PHIRI organises biweekly the PHIRI Rapid Exchange Forum.
In this one-hour meeting, the participants belonging to European public health institutes,
Ministries of Health, research institutions and universities as well as EU-level stakeholders
answer questions and discuss urgent policy and research questions related to the COVID-
19 pandemic and beyond. The PHIRI partners actively participated in the meetings by
providing valuable information on their own countries and by involving different experts
across key national and international health players depending on the topic discussed. In
the second apart of the project, 24 REF meetings have taken place and more than 100
urgent policy & research questions have been answered. A lot of attention has been given
to the promotion of the Rapid Exchange Forum outside PHIRI by organising meetings with
external stakeholders, by hosting promotional events, by dedicating a page to the Rapid
Exchange Forum on the Health Information Portal and by promoting its open events on
social media (e.g. Twitter) and on the PHIRI website.

To contribute further to the Rapid Exchange Forum, PHIRI continues to maintain a strong
network of National Nodes (27 nodes and growing): national organisational entities, often
linked to a national institution or governmental unit that function as a national liaison and
bring together relevant national stakeholders in the country in a systematic way.

Furthermore, PHIRI organised anniversary events and stakeholders’ events to bring
together, interact or exchange with relevant national and international players while
promoting active discussions around themes that are at the core of the PHIRI project such
as metadata catalogues, the federated infrastructure, crisis preparedness, foresight and
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research methodologies. Finally, to avoid duplication of work, PHIRI organized additional
meetings to exchange expertise and information with international organisations (e.g. Rapid
Exchange Forum (REF) — Special Edition) to shed some light on the international activities
and expert groups that are already in place or that have been set up during the pandemic to
exchange information on research and policy questions that require rapid action.

Objective three

PHIRI developed a vast variety of capacity building activities to decrease health information
inequalities targeting the PHIRI partners and beyond. One of the key activities performed
was the Spring School on Health Information, featuring lectures from different public health
institutes in Europe, encompassing a vast range of topics from data collection methods to
data analysis, interoperability and GDPR insights. Furthermore, PHIRI concluded the
COVID-19 Health Information System assessments in 8 European countries. These
assessments aim to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the different data flows across
the health information system, whilst monitoring broader COVID-19 effects. They provided
opportunities for other countries to learn from the experiences and build on them when
assessing own health information data flows, and contribute to capacity building across
Europe, which in turn can contribute towards reducing health information inequalities within
and between countries. Finally, these assessments allowed the formulation of key
recommendations for resilient health information systems across Europe, increasing the
countries’ preparedness for future crises.

As mentioned by the reviewer “The project was managed according to the planned actions.
Appreciably, more activities were carried out than initially envisaged, following the needs of
some target groups”. The PHIRI partners have been working together since 2015 with the
start of BRIDGE Health, followed by the Inf-Act Joint Action and PHIRI, and they are deeply
committed in the work performed in the project. This is showcased by all the extra activities
they engaged themselves with to achieve the objectives of the project.

1. Work Package 1

The aim of Work Package 1 (Coordination and Management) is to efficiently manage the
project and to systematically monitor its activities in order to support the construction of the
Population Health Information Research Infrastructure (PHIRI). More specifically, within
WP1 the following actions were taken in the second part of the project:

e To facilitate and ensure convergence between WPs in the roll out of PHIRI’s activities,
six additional Steering Committee meetings were organised to discuss the achievements
of the project, the planned activities and the strategic direction of PHIRI. To increase
exchange between the WPs, the frequency of the Steering Committee meetings was
kept to around every three months instead of every six. Additionally, one General
Assembly has been organised with all Consortium Partners to inform them about the
different financial reports necessary to be delivered and updates of the project.
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e To support consortium networking among (research) institutions, research networks and
international organisations, multiple meetings have been organised with the specific WPs
and the interested stakeholders.

e To increase the quality of the outputs produced by the project, an External Scientific
Advisory Board (ESAB) composed by the following experts Martin McKee (London
School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine); Louise Potvin (University of Montréal); Howard
Needham (European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control) and Christian Wimmer
(European Commission - HERA) was appointed. The PHIRI coordination team continued
to meet with the members of the ESAB formally and informally.

e To further increase the quality of the outputs produced within the project, a peer-review
system in which all the deliverables and (almost all) milestones produced in one WP are
reviewed by other partners in another WP continued to be successfully implemented
within the project. All PHIRI deliverables were made publicly available on the PHIRI
website.

e As the PHIRI consortium is composed of 40 partners across 31 countries, a lot of time
had to be spent on collecting and organising all the information from the different partners
for the writing and finalisation of the Consortium Agreement and final report.

This was achieved through a strong collaboration between all the PHIRI partners and
coordinated by Sciensano. The partners actively contributed to the smooth running of the
project by organising meetings within their WPs, by reviewing other partners’ work and by
complying to the Sciensano Coordination team’s requests.

2. Work package 2

The aim of WP2 (Communication and Portal Development) is to establish and implement
effective communication channels within and outside PHIRI to ensure that information is
available to the Consortium Partners, population health and COVID-19 research networks,
relevant stakeholders in European countries, international organisations and the general
public. The following goals have been achieved:

e A visual identity was established at the beginning of the project and maintained through
its duration. This includes the selection of a recognizable logo and colour scheme (via a
subcontract) and the development of multiple and new templates for presentations,
reports, email signatures, meetings agendas, meetings minutes and all the other outputs
of the project. The active engagement of PHIRI on social media, online and in person
events and the consistent use of its visual identity made the PHIRI logo and its work
more and more recognisable over time.

e The PHIRI website was established at www.phiri.eu and it continued to be updated and
managed in the second part of the project to ensure all the events and content produced
by PHIRI would be easily findable and accessible by the visitors.

e An internal workspace (SharePoint) has been opened and updated. Such platform
allowed all the PHIRI partners to safely share and work together on PHIRI documents.

e A communication and dissemination strateqy has been elaborated (with subcontracted
support) and updated throughout the project to remain relevant.

e Several videos have been made and published:
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o PHIRI introduction video (subcontract)

o PHIRI anniversary and outcomes videos (PHIR| achievements #PHIRI3years
anniversary 22.09.2023; PHIRI 2 Years anniversary - Project's latest outcomes;
PHIRI mid project achievements)

e Additional activities have been conducted on infodemic management in the second part
of the project:

0 Round table: Experiences on infodemic management in public health authorities
in_Europe and internationally - European Public Health Conference, 12th
November 2022

o Oral presentations: Health information and infodemic management - PHIRI Rapid
Exchange Forum (REF): A key tool for cross-country exchange in times of crisis -
European Public Health Conference, 12th November 2022

0 Webinar - The change in demand and consumption of health information - 27th
January 2023

e Social media accounts have been created, managed and maintained throughout the life
course of the project. Currently, Twitter/X counts 675 followers and 1,167 posts and
LinkedIn 460 relations

e Between, May 2022 and October 2023, 13 newsletters were prepared and sent out to
707 subscribers.

e The WP supported the organisation and participation of PHIRI in more than 83 events
(workshops, webinars, trainings, conferences...).

e The team supported of all the PHIRI partners in the creation and publications of
infographics, deliverables, one-pagers, reports, scientific posters, promotion material for
social medias, web and printed flyers and brochures specific to the different outcomes
of the PHIRI WPs.

e Maintenance (Sciensano ICT) and promotion of the
hitps://www.healthinformationportal.eu/ which has reached its monthly record in terms of
visitors in November 2023: 2594.

This was achieved through a strong collaboration between all the PHIRI partners and
coordinated by Sciensano. The partners actively contributed to the activities in this WP by
providing valuable content to be promoted throughout all the PHIRI channels i.e. social
media platform, newsletters, websites and public events.

3. Work Package 3

The aim of WP3 (Outreach, Engagement and Sustainability) is to reach and engage key
research infrastructures, stakeholders at national and international level to ensure the
sustainability of the project’s actions. More specifically, within WP3 the following actions
were taken in the second part of the project:

e To have a comprehensive view of the developments and state of play of health
information systems that monitor the wider effects of COVID-19 on population health at
national level and international level, COVID-19 Health Information System assessments
were performed in 3 additional countries interviewing more than 30 experts across
Netherlands, Hungary and Belgium. The results of such activities were presented at:

' T/. PHIRI www.phiri.eu o

| 7~ Population Health Infermation
i \. Research Infrastructure



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yer5GNfGd8o&t=24s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJeGcCHdXh4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJeGcCHdXh4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGm33CVAafk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSBz_yJP_zQ
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/article/32/Supplement_3/ckac129.585/6765536
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/article/32/Supplement_3/ckac129.585/6765536
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/article/32/Supplement_3/ckac129.585/6765536
http://www.populationmedicine.eu/PHIRI-Rapid-Exchange-Forum-REF-a-key-tool-for-cross-country-exchange-in-times-of,165630,0,2.html
http://www.populationmedicine.eu/PHIRI-Rapid-Exchange-Forum-REF-a-key-tool-for-cross-country-exchange-in-times-of,165630,0,2.html
http://www.populationmedicine.eu/PHIRI-Rapid-Exchange-Forum-REF-a-key-tool-for-cross-country-exchange-in-times-of,165630,0,2.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1BlSUWF3Mk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1BlSUWF3Mk
https://twitter.com/PHIRI4EU
https://www.linkedin.com/company/phiri
https://www.phiri.eu/newsletters
https://www.healthinformationportal.eu/
https://www.phiri.eu/wp3
https://zenodo.org/record/6951897#.Y1FpXXZBxPa

o

the Special Committee on the COVID-19 pandemic (COVI) of the European

Parliament,

the World Congress of Public Health 2023,

the European Public Conference in 2022 and 2023 and

at one of the PHIRI Rapid Exchange Forum — Special Edition.

Additionally, one publication on the findings titled “COVID-19 health information

system assessments in eight European countries: identified gaps, best practices

and recommendations” is ready to be published at the European Journal of Public

Health.

e Additional bilateral meetings have been organised with international stakeholders and
other European projects to increase PHIRI’'s engagement with other key health players
in the field.

e 2 additional Rapid Exchange Forum (REF) — Special Edition have been organised where
key guests of international organisations laid out the main COVID-19 activities and
boards/expert groups performed by their organisations.

e Contributions to several international conferences and support of consortium members
when submitting abstracts for presentations on such conferences, such as the European
Public Health Conference 2022 and 2023 and the World Congress of Public Health 2023.

e To investigate routes for economic sustainability, brainstorms and meetings were
organised in the second part of the project to discuss with the different WPs effective
ways to increase the reach and sustainability of the project. A working group focused on
the sustainability of PHIRI continued to meet through the project to bring forward the
work to obtain the status of iVZW (Belgian international non-profit association). As one
of the key deliverables of the project, a sustainability plan was developed delineating the
services PHIRI could offer as a research infrastructure beyond its current financial
period.

e PHIRI and multiple of its partners continued to be involved in other EU initiatives such
as EU-HIP, BY-COVID, HealthyCloud, unCoVer, TEHDAS, ELIXIR, EGI ACE,
HealthData@EU Pilot and the upcoming QUANTUM to avoid duplication of work and
share expertise on e.g. innovative solutions for federated research.

o O O O

This was achieved through a strong collaboration between all the PHIRI partners and
coordinated by Sciensano. The partners actively contributed to the activities in this WP by
promoting, identifying, contacting and organising the COVID-19 health information system
assessments in multiple countries, by identifying key stakeholders relevant for the work
performed within WP3 and by brainstorming together on potential routes of sustainability for
the project. The colleagues from GOG took the lead and brought forward the work related
to the PHIRI Sustainability plan.

4. Work Package 4

The aim of WP4 (Health Information Portal) was to build the Health Information Portal on
health and health care data to support structured information exchange between European
countries, to promote and coordinate the sustainable network of national nodes, to prepare
an overview of population health studies and capacity building activities in European
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countries and to prepare guidelines and recommendations for legal and ethical issues. More
specifically, within WP4 the following actions were taken:

e The Health Information Portal was established at https://www.healthinformationportal.eu/
following the FAIR (findable, accessible, interoperable and reusable) principles and
actively maintained in the second part of the project:

o

Metadata catalogues for health data, population health studies (national and
international), publications, and capacity building and training activities were
developed and maintained on the Health Information Portal.

For each catalogue, a metadata template was developed to organise and describe
the information available in the different European countries in a standardized
format. These metadata catalogues followed existing metadata standards (DDI
Lifecycle, DCAT-AP, Dublin core). In the second part of the project, small
adaptations were made based on the feedback of the users.

Work is ongoing to align the current data sources metadata template to the
upcoming Health DCAT-AP metadata standard in collaboration with the EHDS-2
Pilot.

Schema.org was implemented on additional pages of the Portal further enhancing
the machine readability and findability of the materials.

The PHIRI National Nodes continued to support in the provision of information to
the Portal through these metadata templates.

Regular Questions & Answers meetings continued to be organised to receive
feedback on the developments of the Portal and provide support to the users. In
combination with the weekly internal meetings for developing the Health
Information Portal, a set of tasks were developed and communicated to the ICT
team to improve further the Portal (further implementation of metadata standards
such as Schema.org and DCAT, export function of metadata records, more
advanced search functions, provision of an APl for the Portal for sharing
information, etc.).

The users of the Health Information Portal continued to be monitored through
analytics tools.

e Promote and coordinate the sustainable network of national nodes:

o

o

In the second part of the project, 2 National Nodes meetings were organised to
increase their involvement in the project, to keep them informed on the PHIRI
developments and discuss relevant topics on which cooperation at the European
level is key. In the life course of the PHIRI, the metadata for National Nodes has
been developing and widening; therefore, National Nodes had to add some
additional information on their activities and on data sources. This was
communicated either in the meetings or via e-mail messages.

The catalogue of National Nodes was prepared to inform all the National Nodes
about the structure of necessary information and shortages of information in some
parts, namely a few countries with missing information.

Up-to-date information on National Nodes was maintained and published in the
Health Information Portal.
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o The sustainability document for National Nodes was prepared to expose
forerunners with excellent solutions in organisation of National Nodes and to
describe the necessary steps to follow the forerunners.

e Prepare an overview of COVID-19 population health studies in European countries:

o A review (literature and web) on population health studies on COVID-19 was
conducted excluding clinical trials and surveillance systems which have already
been summarised elsewhere. Originally, the plan was to upload this information
on the Portal in a searchable format using one of the metadata templates. Toward
the end of the project, when the review was ready, it was thought that this type of
information would become out of date fast and therefore, it might not be suitable
for the Health Information Portal. Results were then published as a WP4 milestone
on the PHIRI website.

o As part of the National Node description, countries have also listed their national
projects on population health. This information can be found through each
National Node under tab ‘National projects.

e Preparation of an overview of capacity building activities in European countries:

o A section on capacity building activities was established on the Portal. This
section has three parts: 1) Activity catalogue, 2) PHIRI School on Health
Information, and 3) Upcoming events.

o A web search was conducted regularly to population activity catalogue and list
upcoming events which now contains more than 190 activities.

o PHIRI School on Health Information is a collection of training events organized by
different WPs during the PHIRI to enhance national capacities on infodemic
management, organization of foresight studies, conducting peer review studies,
burden of diseases topic etc.

e Preparation of guidelines and recommendations for legal and ethical issues

o An ELSI (Ethical, Legal, and Social Issues) Toolbox was developed to guide
researchers on existing practices and guidelines on ethical and legal aspects of
handling and exchanging health information. The Toolbox was built based on
outcomes from studies and reports produced under grant and service contracts
with CHAFEA and DG SANTE regarding possible differences between Member
States' rules governing processing of health data and identifying elements (e.g.
through code of conduct) that might affect the cross-border exchange of health
data in the EU.

o A survey among WP6 partners who conducted Use Cases was conducted to
collect more detailed information about national regulations, practices and
experiences on use and sharing of health data. In total of 12 countries responded
to the survey and results are published as part of the ELSI Toolbox on the PHIRI
website. This is being achieved through a strong collaboration between all the
PHIRI partners and coordinated by THL and co-coordination by NIJZ.

e Presentations and publications about WP4 in May 2022-November 2023:

o EHMA Conference, Brussels, Belgium, June 2022: Oral presentation on building

joint platform
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https://www.healthinformationportal.eu/activities/agenda
https://www.phiri.eu/sites/phiri.eu/files/2024-01/101018317_del.4.5%20A%20toolbox%20how%20to%20transfer%20existing%20practices%20and%20guidelines%20on%20ethical%20and%20legal%20aspects.pdf

o b54th days of preventive medicine — International Congress — Serbia, 27-30
September 2022: The Health Information Portal for better health research and
policy decisions

o Poster on the 2" Annual Summit of the Comprehensive Health Research Centre,
Evora, Portugal: Peyroteo, M., Paulo, M. S., & Lap&o, L. V. (2022). PHIRI:
Contributing for the deployment of the European Health Information Portal in time
of COVID-19. 2nd Annual Summit of the Comprehensive Health Research Center,
Evora, Portugal. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6642586
EUPHA Public Health Week, May 2022: Portal used as an example
ELIXIR Belgium: FAIR data for Life Sciences Research, May 2022, Brussels,
Belgium: Presentation on the PHIRI building blocks including the Health
Information Portal

o European Public Health Conference, November 2022, Berlin, Germany:

= Pre-conference on 