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PHIRI, the Population Health Information Research Infrastructure, aims to bring together and interact with relevant national and international stakeholders in
population health including, but not limited to, European research networks and projects, data owners/curators, health coordination entities, European and international
data collectors and registries relevant for COVID-19 and future epidemics.

On the 18t of February, PHIRI will organize a series of stakeholder dialogues on topics that are at the core of PHIRI’s activities:

1) Building FAIR catalogues to describe population health data sources in EU countries and the international level; the Health Information Portal;

2) Creating and validating a federated research infrastructure that overcomes data reuse and data sharing hindrances for rapid, policy relevant, research
response to the evolving pandemic;

3) Building a sustainable infrastructure to support rapid exchange between actors from competent authorities, their advisors, researchers and stakeholders
in the joint efforts to handle the COVID-19 pandemic and to better prepared for future crises.

FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable) catalogues describing (population) health data

The fragmented population health data space in Europe inhabits a variety of data sources of uneven quality, variety and velocity. The data is collected in multiple data
hubs with different data definitions, coding or storing solutions. It is managed with different governance models and access policies for reuse and sharing. As a result,
it is hard to provide research evidence that is relevant, accurate and timely for rapid policy responses. If we want to reap the value of data, it needs to become both
more visible, findable, and far more accessible. Metadata of (population) health data should be easy to find for both researchers and machines.

Federated architecture

Population and patient health data should be made available at individual and aggregated level from many sources such as disease registries, administrative health
and non-health databases, surveys and health examinations, and cohorts of populations and patients. However, there are many data reuse and data sharing
hindrances that need to be overcome when analyzing data in a Pan-European manner. in order to be able to respond to the questions we have today and tomorrow,
advanced distributed analysis techniques are of eminent importance. These techniques allow federated analysis and queries searches ensuring FAIRness of data and
taking into consideration the sensitivity of the data and the GDPR.

Crisis preparedness & rapid policy and research responses

The COVID-19 crisis had a huge impact on the daily lives of citizens. The pandemic has proven to be more than a health crisis; it is a human, economic and social
crisis, impacting people, societies and economies at their core. To fight the current pandemic and future ones, a solid network of countries and their health institutes


https://www.phiri.eu/wp9
https://www.healthinformationportal.eu/

is of eminent importance for collecting and disseminating information and generate new (evidence-based) information is needed. This needs to be done with a
sustainable infrastructure to support rapid exchange between actors from policy, researchers and other stakeholders in the joint efforts to handle the pandemic and to
be better prepared for future crises.
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